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publication of verse is almost always attended with loss. As an amusement to yourself and your friends, the writing is all very well. Accept my good wishes and believe me,
Your obedient servant,
A. TENNYSON.
1857.
An  invitation  was  sent   in   January   to   Mr   and Mrs Carlyle.    The latter answered:
5 CHEYNE ROAD, CHELSEA,
2tst January, 1857.
MY DEAR MRS TENNYSON,
You are a darling woman to have gone and written tome on the "voluntary principle" such a kind little note! You to have been at the trouble to know that / was ill! You to express regret at my illness. I feel both surprised and gratified, as if I were an obsolete word that some great Poet (Alfred Tennyson for example) had taken a notion to look up in the Dictionary.
In London, when one is sick, especially when one continues sick for three months, one falls so out of thought! it is much if even your female friend, in the next street, do not weary of you and then forget you ! I say female advisedly for, to give the Devil his due, I find that men hold out longer than women against the loss of one's "powers of pleasing."
Now however I begin to be about: and have no longer the pretext of illness for straining what Mr Carlyle calls " the inestimable privilege of being as ugly and stupid and disagreeable as ever one likes ! " and rny friends drop in more frequently and sit much longer !
The heartiest thanks for your invitation to Freshwater.
Wouldn't I like to go and visit you if that man would leave his eternal Frederick and come along ! nay wouldn't I like to go on my own small basis, if only I had the nerve for it, which I have not yet! He goes nowhere, sees nobody, only for two
T. I.                                                                                                               27